
TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

PERFECTED OBSTETRICS.
Dr. Alfred L. Carroll, discussing "the influence of a

more perfected obstetric science on the biological and
social conditions of the race," has some very pertinent
observations on the number of cases of "still-births" and
the effect of the present conditions of obstetrical science.
For instance, he says:
It is to be regretted that the registration of vital

statistics is so imperfect in this country as to preclude
any attempt to classify by months the mortality under
one year; but the data, such as they are, indicate that,
in the United States generally, about 25 per cent, of live-
born children die during the first twelve-month.

It would not be unreasonable, perhaps, to assume that
at least half of the deaths under one month are attribu¬
table to accidents in parturition,and that a large residuum
of those occurring in the first year has a similar origin;
but the admirable reports of Farr may enable us to go a

step farther in the field of inference. The death-rate
under one year per 10,000 births in England, for the
three years ending with 1875, was 1,527. Of these 95
were ascribed to the acute zymoses, 29 to "teething," 171
to diarrhcea, 263 to "lung diseases," 98 to tuberculosis,
128 to prematurity, 267 to "atrophy," 14 to "suffocation,"
and 251 to convulsions, leaving 211 "not stated." The
deaths from prematurity, ' 'atrophy, "and convulsions con¬

stitute nearly half of the mortality, all of the former and
a considerable proportion of the latter two being refer¬
able to the time or act of parturition, and some of the
pulmonary disorders having their predisposition, if not
their origin, in atelectasis at birth. In Farr's March of an

English Generation, based on the labor of over thirty
years, he computes that the average deaths per million
under one year will be 149,493, of which 30,637 will be
from diseases of the nervous system, and 21,995 from
respiratory maladies. West, taking a wider view of
"nervous" disorders, ascribes to these 30.5 per cent, of
all the deaths under one year, and to convulsions alone
73.3 percent, of the "nervous system" mortality—equiva¬
lent to 33,421 to the million births. Nor is he any less
cogent in his reasoning than in his statistics. The con¬

clusions which he draws respecting the social conditions
have the sound of true earnestness which is refreshing.
Under this head he says: "As regards social conditions,
I have little to say beyond expressing the belief that
misery rather than midwifery is responsible for most of
the degradation which blots our vaunted civilization. It
may be that in some cases such misery is the outcome of
physical disability dating from birth or parturition, but
in more instances it is the result of acquired vicious
habits. Social statistics show that the numbers of mur¬

ders, suicides, and other kinds of crime bear about the
same proportion to population every year; but of the
etiology of criminality nothing can be positively affirmed.
Even those who dogmatically ascribe all the ill-doings of
the world to alcohol havestill to find some antecedent fac¬
tor, and to explain why the vast majority of consumers of
alcoholic beverages refrain from crime. Inebriety is often

the excitant, but the predisposition must be sought be¬
hind it. "In vino vertías" has a wider philosophical
meanhag than they who quote it ordinarily wot of.

The vexed question of heredity (not so much of dis¬
ease as of proclivity to disease) has little relation to ob¬
stetrics, save as it has led some enthusiasts to imagine
an impossible prophylaxis by forbidding the marriage of
physically, mentally, or morally unhealthy persons, and
in this way diminishing obstetric practice, except in
illegimate births; and it is doubtful if anything but a de¬
structively retrogressive midwifery or an increasing pre¬
valence of oöphorectomy can materially reduce hered¬
itary morbidity, since delicate, and especially consump¬
tive, women seem to be more apt to conceive and less
likely to miscarry than their more robust sisters. As a

"glittering generality" it may be asserted that every ob¬
stetric advance which saves mothers from invalidism
and children from incapacity for future effort must pro¬
mote the social condition of the race, but politico-econ¬
omic rules and the inexorable operation of natural laws
will probably always overshadow in this respect the in¬
fluence ofmedical science, or even of Congressional leg¬
islation.— Times and Register.

THE CHOLERA AND THE MECCA PILGRIMS.
A correspondent, writing to a local paper from Jeddah,

says: "The epidemic is completely finished. On Octo¬
ber 17, thirty days after the occurrence of the last case

of cholera, Dr. Vaume allowed free pratique. Almost all
the pilgrims have left. I say nearly all, because there al¬
ways remain a thousand or so of beggars who, having
nothing but starvation before them in their own coun¬

tries, prefer dying in the sacred land, as being so much
nearer to the gates of Paradise. Now is the time to
make up the accounts of the pilgrimage—to estimate the
number of those who have died. In my estimation—and
I have formed a very modest one—the deficit among the

returning pilgrims must be put down at 35 per cent. ! In

ordinary years, when there is no epidemic, about 20 per
cent, die; this year the cholera has added 15 per cent, to
the total number of victims. This estimation of 20 per
cent, in ordinary years is by no means too high when
one considers the great number of old people taking part
in the pilgrimage, combined with the fact that the jour-

ney from Mecca to Yambo, via Madeira, is an excessive¬
ly trying one, and that all the people who perform khave
passed one day at Arafat and three at Monna with heads
bare, exposed to an ardent sun. They commence the re¬

turn journey, consequently, in a worn-out state, and, once

started, caravans do not stop for the treatment of sick,,
and laggards soon die of thirst, or are murdered by the
Bedouins. The poor people must keep perpetually mov¬

ing on; those who cannot keep up are abandoned, and
then the vultures take charge of public salubrity. Al¬
though one may have seen many such things during a

long existence, I doubt if any one could form an idea of
the state of affairs during an epidemic at the time of the

pilgrimage without being an eye-witness thereof. Thou¬
sands of men arrive on camels each morning at the gate
of the town; the number of empty saddles is seldom less
than 10 per cent. A man dismounts, staggers a few steps,
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-writhes; his limbs contract, and lo! in an hour he is dead.
Another drags himself towards the walls so as to die in
the shade; but soon appears a citizen who seizes the un¬

fortunate wretch by the foot, and drags him to a distance;
were he to die close to the town the smell would be ob¬
jectionable! As soon as a pilgrim falls sick the passers-by
precipitate themselves upon him and relieve him of the
belt wherein he carries his little stock of cash, but no

one dreams of attempting to afford him relief. It is a

disgrace to humanity." This we believe to be substan¬
tially correct. It is time that civilized Europe should
take steps to put a stop to these atrocities, and at the
same time prevent the spread of cholera.—Brit. Med.
Jour.

THE DISCUSSION OF MEDICAL SUBJECTS IN THE NEWS¬
PAPER PRESS.

Some medical men, and even some newspapers, seem

to be somewhat disturbed by our remarks on the con¬

tributions to newspapers on the Koch treatment of
tuberculosis. We are not unreasonable or unpractical.
The etiquette of the profession has good grounds for its
existence in reason and in the nature of things. And
any departure from it is jure to be followed sooner or

later, and generally quickly, by consequences bad for the
person violating the rules of professional custom, bad for
others who are led to follow an evil example, and bad for
the public, who are hopelessly misled by vague news¬

paper statements of disease and its remedies. In some

of our colonies men of high qualifications and good pro¬
fessional history have taken to the most unblushing ad¬
vertisement of themselves as prodigies of skill for curing
all sorts of disorders. In connection with this matter of
Koch an Austrian physician is announced in the news¬

papers as curing consumption by " Dr. Brown-Séquard's
fluid" more effectually than Koch. The following is
taken from a daily provincial contemporary as a prom¬
inent paragraph, and corresponds with an advertisement
to a similar effect in another issue of the paper :

"Dr. Koch's Treatment for Tuberculosis.—Mr.
-, one of the medical staff of the-Hospital,
yesterday received a supply of Dr. Koch's fluid, sufficient,
we understand, to serve for upwards of five hundred in¬
jections. There will be a demonstration of the applica¬
tion of the treatment at the-Hospital on Thursday
before a medical audience."

There can be no defence of such communications to
newspapers. If the design was to communicate with the
^profession, the post or the medical journals would have
been the proper medium. The most unseemly uses have
teen made of Dr. Koch's kindness in supplying his fluid.
Such things are not only a breach of professional eti¬
quette and tradition, but in the long run the public
suffers and suffers most. It is misled. Statements that
need checking and correction are put forth with confi¬
dence. Every day is showing more clearly what an in¬
justice has been done to Koch by the forced premature
disclosure of his great discovery—for great it is, what¬
ever may be the limitations of it. But this is nothing
compared with the cruel disappointment created for
those who are led to expect more of the discovery than
lie has ever promised or could promise. This is the kind

of considerations which underlie the etiquette of the
profession. We repeat, we are not unreasonable. The
magnitude of Koch's expressed hopes may perhaps ex¬

cuse some haste and premature publicity in newspapers.
But they should not be abetted and encouraged by mem¬

bers of a profession who cannot with impunity prescribe
through newspapers or adopt them as media for the dis¬
cussion of the profoundest questions in pathology and
therapeutics.—Lancet.

ITALIAN HONORS TO GERMAN PHYSICIANS.

Au Italian correspondent writes: "At the meeting of
the Accademia Medica di Roma on the 7th ult, the Pres¬
ident, Professor Guido Baccelli, forwarded to Dr. Koch
the following telegram, which had been voted with ac¬

clamation: ' The Royal Medical Academy of Rome sends
to its illustrious Honorary Fellow, Robert Koch; its tri¬
bute of applause and admiration for his profoundly sci¬
entific and humanitarian discovery.' At the same meet¬

ing the Royal Medical Academy, again at the instance of
its President, seconded by the acclamation of the assem¬

bled associates, set aside ad hoc its formal regulations to
nominate Rudolf Virchow a 'Socio d'Onore ' (Honorary
Fellow), and resolved to contribute 500 lire (,¿"20) to the
fund for the gold medal which is to be struck for this
' maestro dei maestri ' (master of masters) on the ap¬
proaching completion of his seventieth year."

LITERARY INTELLIGENCE.
It is announced that Professor Mathias Duval will for

the future be associated with Dr. G. Pouchet in the
editorship of the Journal de VAnatomie et de la Physi¬
ologie Normales. This well-known periodical, which
was founded by Professor C. Robin, has now entered on
its twenty-seventh year, quite a respectable antiquity for
a journal of so high—not to say dry—a class which ap¬
peals to an audience which must in the nature of things
be " few," however " meet."—The Revue Philosophique,
which now enters on its sixteenth year, is remarkable as

being probably the only periodical in the world which
can boast of a Minister of Cabinet rank as its editor. M.
Ribot, however, is something more than a mere Minister
for Foreign Affairs ; he is Professor in the College de
France, and a philosopher of credit and renown, not only
among politicians, but among philosophers. A note¬
worthy feature of the Revue Philosophique is the prom¬
inence given to such subjects as the nervous system,
mental pathology, anthropology, etc. Both the peri¬
odicals just mentioned are published by Félix Alean,
who, it may be added, also plays the part of Lucina to
the Revue de Médecine and the Revue de Chirurgie.—
On January 1, 1891, will appear the first number of a
new journal devoted to stammering and speech affections
generally. It is to be entitled Medicinisch-.pädagogische
Monatsschrift für die Gesammte Sprachheilkunde, and
will be edited by Herr Albert Gutzmann, and Dr. Her¬
mann Gutzmann, of Berlin.—It is announced that in
January, 1891, a new series of the Journal ofLaryngology
will be commenced. Dr. John Macintyre, of Glasgow,
will be associated with Dr. Norris Wolfenden in the
editorship, and these gentlemen will have "the active
aid and cooperation of Drs. Dundas Grant, Barclay J.
Baron, Hunter Mackenzie, and Sir Morell Mackenzie "

in their labors. The publisher is Mr. F. A. Davis, of
Berners Street, W-, and Philadelphia.—Brit. Med. fourn.
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